into battle
Statisticians may amuse themselves by calculating that after
making allowance for the working of the law of diminishing returns,
through the same house being struck twice or three times over,
it would take ten years at the present rate, for half the houses of
London to be demolished. After that, of course, progress would
be much slower. Quite a lot of things are going to happen to
Herr Hitler and the Nazi regime before ten years are up, and even
Signor Mussolini has some experiences ahead of him which he had
not foreseen at the time when he thought it safe and profitable
to stab the stricken and prostrate French Republic in the back.
Neither by material damage nor by slaughter will the people of
the British Empire be turned from their solemn and inexorable
purpose. It is the practice and in some cases the duty of many of
my colleagues and many Members of the House to visit the scenes
of destruction as promptly as possible, and I go myself from time
to time. In all my life, I have never been treated with so much
kindness as by the people who have suffered most. One would
think one had brought some great benefit to them, instead of the
blood and tears, the toil and sweat which is all I have ever promised.
On every side, there is the cry, " We can take it," but with it, there
is also the cry, " Give it 'em back."
The question of reprisals is being discussed in some quarters
as if it were a moral issue. What are reprisals ? What we are
doing now is to batter continuously, with forces which steadily
increase in power, each one of those points in Germany which
we believe will do the Germans most injury and will most speedily
lessen their power to strike at us. Is that a reprisal ? It seems to
me very like one. At any rate, it is all we have time for now.
We should be foolish to shift off those military targets which the
skill of our navigators enables us to find with a very great measure
of success, to any other targets at the present stage. Although
the bombing force that we are able as yet to employ is, as I have
told the House on several occasions, much less numerous than that
of which the enemy disposes, I believe it to be true that we have
done a great deal more harm to the war-making capacity of Germany
than they have done to us. Do not let us get into a sterile contro-
versy as to what are and what are not reprisals. Our object must
be to inflict the maximum harm on the enemy's war-making
capacity. That is the only object that we shall pursue.
It must not be thought that the mists and storms which
enshroud our Island in the winter months will by themselves
prevent the German bombers from the crude, indiscriminate
bombing by night of our built-up areas into which they have
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